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 COMMISSIONER BOARD MINUTES 

January 3, 2007 
 

Those present at the public meeting of the Venango County Commissioners held in 
Room 103 of the Courthouse Annex: 
  
Commissioner Sue Smith   Diona Brick, Fiscal 
Commissioner Gary Hutchison  Sandy Sutch, HR 
Commissioner Larry Horn   Judy Downs, Planning 
Denise Jones, Chief Clerk   Deborah Sharpe, Treasurer  
Dave Schwille, Human Services  Bob Daugherty, Court Supervision 
Mark Heim, WKQW    Judy Etzel, Venango Newspaper 
Ellen Rettinger, Admin. Assistant  Lynn-Cummins Wilson, Courts   
Deb Lutz, Oil Region Alliance   
 
Pastor David Foote gave the invocation, and then Commissioner Smith led the group in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Salary and the Retirement Boards were convened and adjourned prior to the 
beginning of the Commissioner Board. 
 
COMMISSIONER BOARD 
 
Commissioner Smith called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.  A motion was made by 
Commissioner Hutchison to approve the minutes from the December 6, 2006 meeting, 
seconded by Commissioner Horn, aye all. 
 
No public comment.  No business to come before the Board from the Row Officers or the 
Prison. 
 
COURT ADMINISTRATION: 
 
Bob Daugherty presented for approval the JABG Continuation Application in the amount 
of $10,000.  This runs from 4/07 thru 3/08.  The funds will be used to offset a portion of 
personnel expenses for an intensive juvenile probation officer. The application is 
submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to approve the 
application, seconded by Commissioner Horn, aye all.   
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Presented by Dave Schwille for Substance Abuse was a contract with UPMC Northwest 
Behavioral Health.  The contract was approved by the county solicitor and runs from July 
1, 2006 to June 30, 2007.  Amount of the contract is fee for services which is drug and 



alcohol counseling.  Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to approve the contract, 
seconded by Commissioner Horn, aye all. 
   
FINANCE ADMINISTRATION 
 
The following warrants were submitted by Diona Brick for approval: 
 
Warrant             122906            $    297,140.10           Non-Human Services Expenditures  
Warrant             HS122906               215,104.98           Human Services Expenditures 
Warrant             HS122706                      651.77           Human Services Expenditures 
Warrant             010507                    297,345.13           Non-Human Services Expenditures 
Warrant             HS010507               116,055.51           Human Services Expenditures 
  
Total Estimated Cost                  $  926,297.49 
 
Commissioner Horn made a motion to approve the warrants, seconded by Commissioner 
Hutchison, aye all. 
 
Also submitted by Diona were the below budget amendments/transfers: 
 
Transfer $16,630 from Contingency to the Courts Consultant/Professional Services Line 
item to cover billings for services performed in prior years. 
 
Transfer $4,085 from the Public Defender’s PD 500 Project to the Courts PD 500 Project. 
 
Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to approve the above transfers, seconded by 
Commissioner Horn, aye all. 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
The following Human Resource Agenda was presented for approval by Sandy Sutch: 
 
PROBATIONARY NEW HIRE – In Department #145 (Assessment) of David Hale, 
Field Assessor Trainee, Full-Time, 80 hours/pay, Non-Union Hourly Pay Grade 6 Step 1 
($13.09/hr.), effective 01/22/07; Special Conditions:  Filling (at trainee level) newly 
created position ratified at 09/06/06 Salary Board; must successfully complete pre-
employment drug screening; of Ronald Wolbert, Field Assessor Trainee, Full-Time, 80 
hours/pay, Non-Union Hourly Pay Grade 6 Step 1 ($13.09/hr.), effective 01/22/07; 
Special Conditions:  Filling (at trainee level) newly created position ratified at 09/06/06 
Salary Board; must successfully complete pre-employment drug screening. 
 
END OF PROBATION – In Department #520 (Children and Youth Services) of Laine 
McCullon, Caseworker I, Full-Time, 80 hours/pay, effective 12/01/06; Special 
Conditions:  No change in pay grade or step. In Department #590 (Weatherization) of 
Lauren Lindholm, Department Clerk III, SEIU position, Full-Time, 70 hours/pay, 
effective 12/08/06; Special Conditions:  No change in pay grade or step. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – In Department #540 (MH/MR) of Melissa Lloyd, 
Caseworker II, effective 12/21/06; Special Conditions:  Unpaid leave of absence 
through 12/31/06. 



 
SEPARATION OF EMPLOYMENT - RETIREMENT – In Department #520 
(Children and Youth Services) of Janice Kline, Fiscal Technician, effective 12/28/06. 
 
SEPARATION OF EMPLOYMENT – In Department #305 (Prison) of Julie Prody, 
Corrections Officer (OIC), effective 01/06/07; Special Conditions:  Ratified at 01/02/07 
Prison Board.  In Department #310 (Court Supervision Services) of Steven Ace, 
Community Based Juvenile Probation Officer, effective 01/16/07. 
 
Commissioner Horn made a motion to approve the above agenda items, seconded by 
Commissioner Smith, aye all. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  
 
Judy Downs presented four items for the Commissioners approval.  First were the CDBG 
program budget revisions, modifications and the 2007 application schedule.  The 
revisions will be brought to the public’s attention when the public hearings begin with the 
first one being held on January 17th, 2007.  Commissioner Horn made a motion to 
approve the CDBG items, seconded by Commissioner Smith, aye all. 
 
Second was the Pashek Contract presented for approval.  The contract is for consulting 
services for the completion of the Southern Venango County Multi-Municipal 
Comprehensive Plan and is a fixed fee amount of $45,200 including normal reimbursable 
expenses.   The contract was approved pending Pashek’s concurrence with the solicitor’s 
changes. Commissioner Horn made a motion to approve the contract, seconded by 
Commissioner Smith.  Commissioner Hutchison voted nay.   
 
The Cleanways Chapter Contract was next presented by Judy for approval.  The old 
Cleanways Chapter is disassembled.  The new PA Cleanways Contract has made 
administrative changes and added the requirement that each chapter must do two projects 
a year.  Venango County currently has two projects in the works and will perform them 
with help from the Conservation District.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to 
approve the contract, seconded by Commissioner Horn, aye all.   
 
The last item presented for approval was the Venango County Affordable Housing Down 
Payment and Assistance Pilot Program.  Any Venango County resident who meets the 
income, use, location and residency guidelines is eligible to apply.  Funds may be used 
for home down payment, closing costs, radon and property inspections and wood 
infestation.  Applications should be made to the Venango County Affordable Housing 
Fund Board.  Commissioner Hutchison made a motion to approve the program, seconded 
by Commissioner Horn, aye all. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION: 
 
Deb Lutz presented a Certificate of Approval for a VIDA Project with Glenn O. 
Hawbaker, Inc.  The maximum amount of proposed issuance is $4,000,000.00.  The 
project is the acquisition and installation of equipment, site development, constructions 
costs and related financing costs in the Barkeyville Industrial Park.  The company hopes 
to create 60 – 80 direct jobs over three years.  Commissioner Horn made a motion to 
approve the Certificate of Approval, seconded by Commissioner Hutchison, aye all. 



 
Next presented by Chief Clerk Denise Jones was a fee sheet of rates for Frank Taylor 
Engineering calendar year fees.  2007 show no increase from the 2006 year and a 15% 
discount will be maintained on all County invoices.    Commissioner Horn made a motion 
to approve the rates, seconded by Commissioner Smith, aye all. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Bonnie Summers, Substance Abuse Program Administrator, Jayne Romero, MH/MR 
Administrator and Ray Feroz Chairman of SAP and MH/MR Advisory Boards 
recommended that Magisterial District Judge Douglas Dinberg be appointed to 
membership as a representative on said Boards.  Commissioner Hutchison made a motion 
to approve the appointment, seconded by Commissioner Horn, aye all. 
 
Treasurer Debra Sharpe announced that only banks in Venango County are being used 
and she wants to assure the taxpayers that County money is safe.   
 
Commissioner Smith announced that 1,841 prescriptions were presented under the NACo 
Prescription Drug Discount Card Program.  83% were eligible which resulted in a savings 
of $23,170 for Venango County Residents.   
 
Commissioner Horn made a motion to adjourn at 2:37 p.m., seconded by Commissioner 
Hutchison, aye all. 
 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       Ellen Rettinger 

 

 
 
 
 


