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Winter 2013-

2014 

  RSVP and PEER Program 

RSVP would like to thank 
everyone who donated Hats, 
Underwear, Gloves and Socks 
this year!  We collected 657 
items.  Thank you for making 
this project a huge success.  A 
BIG THANK YOU to all RSVP 
volunteers who helped 
assemble, decorate, and 
distribute boxes; and collect 
items through their various 
organizations.  

A BIG THANK YOU to the following businesses and organizations who 
allowed us to put out boxes:  

Franklin : Northwest Savings Bank, 
Venango County Human Services 
Complex; Sweet Adelines 

Oil City : YWCA, 
Creekside Senior 
Center 

Cranberry :  
Northwest Savings 
Bank 

Cooperstown :  
Cooperstown 
Church 

Seneca :  CS Technologies 

Clintonville :  United Presbyterian Church, Mercer 
State Bank 

Emlenton :  Scrubgrass Senior Center 

 

HUGS of all sizes and colors were distributed to:  
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren; Youth Alternatives, Salvation Army-
Franklin; Salvation Army-Oil City; PPC-Violence Free Network. 

RSVP Advisory Council members show off some of 

the items collected this year. Front: Bev Harsen, 

Marshall Mansfield; middle row: Leo Harsen, Ivan 

Pettit, Maloy Shrout; back row: Major Smith, Lisa 

Moritz.  

THANK YOU!!!  

Anna Grieff 
Bev Harsen 
Dorothy Meals 
Lisa Moritz 
Donna Winger 
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Have you ever asked yourself 
what it is that you want to 
accomplish through 
volunteering?  Do you have a 
vision for yourself?  Do you have 
a vision for those you volunteer 
to help or for the community as 
a whole?  

When you keep your vision in 
mind when selecting a volunteer 
opportunity, you will begin to 
develop significant feelings of 
accomplishment and satisfaction.  
You will feel that your time is 
well-spent.   

You can cultivate your vision by 
identifying the reasons why you 
volunteer.  Seniors volunteer 
with RSVP for different reasons.  
Most want to help others or 
make a meaningful difference in 
their community. Some want to 
assist with a cause they are 
passionate about.  Some feel 
that volunteers are needed now 
more than ever because of the 
slow economy. Most volunteers 
like the personal benefits such as 
feeling healthier and happier 

because of volunteering and the 
opportunity to socialize with 
others who have similar 
interests.  

Whatever the reason, RSVP is 
grateful for your generous 
contribution of time.  The 
holidays are a good time to 
reflect on your accomplishments 
this year and the friends that 
you have made.  You help make 
Venango County a pleasant place 
to live!  

Have a happy and healthy 
holiday season.  And as always, 
thanks for all you do.   

Monica Vanderhoof 

From the RSVP Directoré 
Paul Revere earned his living as a silversmith. But what do we remember 
him for? His volunteer work.  - Susan J. Ellis 
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APPRISE 
APPRISE is a free Medicare counseling program 

designed to help older Pennsylvanians.  Counselors are 

specially trained volunteers who can answer your 

questions about Medicare and provide you with 

objective, easy to understand information. 

Amy Aikins is the new APPRISE 

Coordinator for the county.  She is 

excited to be working with a team of great RSVP volunteers 

and has lots of energy and ideas to help the program grow.  

She would like to encourage individuals with an interest in 

insurance issues with the goal of helping others, to consider 

volunteering as an APPRISE counselor.  Counselors work in teams so you will 

never have to counsel alone.   

The next training will be in late March or early April in 2014 and weôll provide 

the details as we get them.    

In 2013, APPRISE medicare counselors helped 145 

consumers. In addition, counselors spoke at 

meetings, and distributed information at health 

fairs and the Senior Expo.   

Between January and March, 2014, APPRISE 

counselors will be 

distributing information 

on the Extra Help (Low 

Income Subsidy) and 

Medicare Savings 

Programs.  These 

programs are to help 

those with a limited 

income pay the Part D or 

B premiums. If you think 

you may qualify for this 

extra help, or know of 

someone who might, call 

at 814-432-9711 and ask 

for APPRISE assistance.   

RSVP / APPRISE volunteer 

counselor Nancy McClintock 

attends a practice counseling 

session prior to the open 

enrollment period.  

RSVP / APPRISE volunteer counselor 

and RSVP Advisory Council member 

Maloy Shrout gives a presentation to 

the Advisory Council.  
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Thank you to the following RSVP 

Advisory Council members who 

volunteered their time and energy 

but their terms have now expired.  

Weôll miss you!  

Barb Cisek McGarvey 

Toni Hannon 

Jo Kissinger 

Marshall Mansfield 

Ivan Pettit 
RSVP volunteer Linda McClelland recruited 12 

new volunteers at the Senior Expo hosted by 
Lee James.  Thank you Linda! 

VENANGO COUNTY RETIREES MEET 

The Venango County Retirees will meet for lunch and conversation at Bonanza at 

11:30 a.m. on Thursday, December 19. All county retirees are invited to attend. 

Attendees pay for their own lunch. 

 

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT EVENT 

Weôre thinking ahead!  Come join us at DeBence 

Antique Music World on Sunday, March 16, 2014 at 

1 p.m. to learn about different volunteer opportunities. 

At 1:30 p.m. the Greenville High School Steel Drum 

Band will play.  A reception follows the mini-concert 

where you can meet the band members and talk to 

other volunteers. The museum needs volunteer front 

desk greeters and tour guides. Training provided.  

The 

Cranberry 
Area Food 

Pantry 
distributes 

twice a 
month to 
those in 
need.  

SAVE THE DATE!!! The annual Volunteer 

Recognition Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, 

May 21, 2014.   

 

 


