
Venango County Regional Planning Commission 
Minutes 

Meeting Sept. 17th, 2013 
 

 
Those present at the public meeting of the Venango County Regional Planning 
Commission held at Courthouse Annex, Room 100, 6:30 PM. 
 
Present:      Guests: 
Ken Garland – Victory Township Citizen  Vince Witherup – Co. Commissioner  
Nick Melnick – Cornplanter Township Citizen   
Barb Crudo – Mayor, City of Oil City   
Debbra Kapp – Oakland Township Citizen    
Rodney Gladd – Clintonville Borough Council  
Keith Klingler - Oil Creek Township Citizen   
Bob Cross – Oil City Controller  
Garnet Wood – Franklin City Council  
Mike Swatzler – Venango Conservation District  
          
         Staff Present:    
Excused:        Jason Ruggiero   
Amanda Slider – City of Oil City Citizen    Erik Johnson 
Fred Krizinsky – Mineral Township Supervisor     Phil Gryskewicz 
Dave Owens – Polk Borough Council      
Willis Thomas  - City of Oil City Citizen  
    
          
Absent:  
Bill Flockerzi – Oakland Township Supervisor 
Harold Best – Cranberry Township Supervisor   
 
     
 
Monthly board meeting called to order by Bob Cross at 6:30 PM. 
 
A majority was present for the meeting. The attendance of 9 board members was 
accounted for by Erik Johnson. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Ken Garland made a motion to approve the minutes from August 20th regular meeting; 
seconded by Debb Kapp; so moved. 
 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 -     None. 
 
SPECIAL PURPOSE MATTERS 
 

-  Erik Johnson reported out on the progress of the Venango Co. Solid Waste 
& Recycling Plan update.  He presented a hand out with a list of 
initiatives/goals that were recommended by the Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee.  He asked the VCRPC board for their support and 
recommendation to the County Commissioners to include these initiatives 
in the new plan for 2014.  Mike Swatzler made the motion to recommend 
these as directives to the County Solid Waste Management Plan to the 
commissioners as presented in the handout, seconded by Garnet Wood; so 
moved. 

-  Erik Johnson reported out on proposed VCRPC departmental budget for 
2014.  He advised this was presented to the County Commissioners on 
Sept. 11th.   Deb Kapp made a motion to accept the budget as presented, 
seconded by Ken Garland; so moved. 

 
 

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
 

- Fluid Recovery, Cornplanter Twp –  Ken Garland reported on the review 
of this land development.  He advised the Plan Review Committee could 
not support a motion to approve this plan as presented, stating that the 
design is contradictory to County requirements.  With this being a 
brownfield site, there can be no infiltration/release of water from the site – 
for this to be the case the retention pond would need to be bigger area 
wise.  This being the case, it would put the area of disturbance over an 
acre, thus, sending it to DEP for review under their specifications for 
larger area of disturbance.  Ken G. therefore recommended the board 
decline a motion to approve the plan as presented, seconded by Barb 
Crudo; so moved. 

- Summary of status of Land Developments – Ken Garland reported out on 
the status of all outstanding land developments currently under review by 
the staff.  A summary of this is illustrated on the hand out sheet provided 
during the meeting. 
 

OFFICER’S AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

- Executive Committee – No meeting.  Debb Kapp did suggest the board 
should take a look at board member attendance and address the issue 
regarding consistent absences of members.  Bob Cross agreed and would 
like to take a look at the list of current terms.  Ken Garland expressed 
interest in reviewing attendance of Plan Review Committee members 



and would like to possibly replace members who are not consistently in 
attendance for their meetings. 

- Plan Review Committee – Nothing further to report. 
- COG – Garnet Wood advised of COG meeting on Sept 19th at Franklin 

City Hall, 7PM. 
- DEP Roundtable – Keith Klingler reported there was a roundtable 

meeting in August.  He advised on a host of chatter in the department/at 
the state regarding FIRC regulations on endangered species and stream 
designations.  He stated some of these new regulations they are looking 
to implement could possibly affect future development in rural counties 
such as Venango. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 
 

- Erik Johnson advised of an upcoming Electronics Collection Event 
scheduled for November 2nd and stated that all 904 performance grants 
have been submitted to the state for review. 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT - GENERAL  
 

- None. 
 
Motion to adjourn 7:45 PM was made by Keith Klingler, seconded by Ken Garland; so 
moved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Erik Johnson 


