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 COMMISSIONER BOARD MINUTES 

March 23, 2010 

 

Those present at the public meeting of the Venango County Commissioners held in Room 103 

of the Courthouse Annex: 

  

Commissioner Tim Brooks     Commissioner Jan Beichner  

Denise Jones, Chief Clerk   Rich Winkler, Solicitor  

Lisa Mumford, Admin. Asst.   Connie Hazelton, Human Resources   

Diona Brick, Fiscal    Bill Kresinski, MIS    

Rich Mihalic, Park Director   Sheila Boughner, News Herald 

Tim Johnson, Domestic Relations  Mark Heim, WKQW 

Michael Thomas, Taxpayer   Frank Toothman, Taxpayer  

Ray Beichner, Taxpayer   Claudia Allen, Taxpayer  

Maurice Huth, Taxpayer   Sandy K. Hovis, Taxpayer 

Rod Bedow, Taxpayer   Daniel Hovis, Taxpayer 

Louis Heath, Taxpayer   John Henderson, Taxpayer 

Vicki Henderson, Taxpayer   Cindy Holtz, Taxpayer 

Thelma Hovis, Taxpayer   Nancy Deeter, Taxpayer 

Dan Bowersox, Taxpayer   Robert Smith, Taxpayer 

Richard Gharing, Taxpayer   Patricia Gharing, Taxpayer 

Sandy Reisinger, Taxpayer   Martha Breene, Taxpayer 

Cheri Scheffer, Taxpayer   Bradford Worthington, Taxpayer 

Conrad Houk, Taxpayer   Alice Ditzenberger, Taxpayer 

Ben Hurt, Taxpayer  

 

 

The meeting began with a moment of silent prayer and then Commissioner Brooks led the group 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

COMMISSIONER BOARD: 

 

Commissioner Brooks called the meeting to order at 6:12 p.m.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Brooks to approve the minutes from the March 9, 2010 meeting, seconded by 

Commissioner Beichner, aye all. 

 

No public comment on the agenda. There was no business to come before the Board from Court 

Administration, the Row Offices, the Prison, or Community Services. 

 

HUMAN SERVICES: 

 

The following item was presented for approval by Commissioner Brooks: 

 

CYS 

 

Bethesda Children’s Home Lutheran Services Contract – Purpose: CYS Placement Provider – 

Effective Date of Contract: July 1, 2009 – Duration of Contract: From July 1, 2009 to June 30, 

2010 - Shelter Care:  $172.63. 

 



Bethesda Children’s Home Lutheran Services Contract – Purpose:  CYS Diagnostic Services – 

Effective Date of Contract:   July 1, 2009 – Duration of Contract: From July 1, 2009 to June 30, 

2010 – Amount of Contract: $1,144.35. 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve the above contracts, seconded by 

Commissioner Beichner, aye all. 

 

OEO 

 

Approval of Resolution #2010-02 – Resolution Certifying that Local Match for State Operating 

Financial Assistance.  Committing $19,865 in local county funds as match to our 2010-11 state 

operating grant ($267,929) for the fixed route bus service. 

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve the above contracts, seconded by 

Commissioner Beichner, aye all.  

 

FINANCE ADMINISTRATION:    

 

The following warrants were presented for approval by Diona Brick, Fiscal Director:  

 

 

Warrant  HS031210  $ 407,346.59   Human Services Expenditures  

Warrant  031910      82,309.63   Non-Human Services Expenditures  

Warrant SP031510        3,468.00   Non-Human Services Expenditures  

Warrant  HS031910    288,099.67  Human Services Expenditures  

Warrant  032610    102,208.17   Non-Human Services Expenditures 

 

Total Estimated Cost              $883,432.06      

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve the above warrants, seconded by Commissioner  

Beichner, aye all.       

 

PLANNING: 
 

Rich Mihalic presented the application approval of grant funding from DCED.  The contract 

assigned is #C000047058 in the amount of $20,000 for the County Park Playground.  

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve the grant funding, seconded by Commissioner 

Beichner, aye all. 

 

TWO MILE COUNTY PARK: 

 

Park Director, Rich Mihalic announced there will be a Nancy Frey-Smith Memorial Weekend 

which will be held at the Park on August 14
th

 and 15
th

.   

 

Rich presented for approval five (5) “Adopt-A-Pavilion Project” agreements between the 

County of Venango and the following for 2010:  

 

 Sandy K. Hovis Insurance Agency – Donated the sum of $250 to the County to adopt the 

 Daniel  Boone Pavilion at the Park  

 

 Sandy K. Hovis Insurance Agency – Donated the sum of $500 to adopt the Justus 

 Pavilion at the Park 



 

 Pin Oak Village – Donated the sum of $250 to adopt the Fishing Pier Pavilion at the 

 Park 

 Hepler General Contracting – Donated the sum of $500 to adopt the Mackey Pavilion at 

 the Park 

   

 Oil City Rotary Club – Donated the sum of $500 to adopt the Lakeside Pavilion at the 

 Park 

. 

The County agrees to place the money donated in a special “Adopt-A-Pavilion Fund” to be used 

for the repair and maintenance as needed of any pavilion in the Park.  Commissioner Brooks 

made a motion to approve the above agreements, seconded by Commissioner Beichner, aye all. 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION: 

 

Chief Clerk, Denise Jones presented an agreement for Part Time Use of Forensic Pathologist 

between the County of Erie and the County of Venango.  A retainer for services of forensic 

pathologist per contract with the office of Lyell P. Cook of the County of Erie will begin 

January 1, 2010 and conclude on December 31, 2010.  The retainer fee is $5,000 and a fee of 

$850 per normal autopsy or post-mortem exam.  The services are limited to autopsies and post-

mortem examinations, relating testing exams, and collection of specimens.  Additional fees may 

be due if unusual time is necessary for an autopsy or an autopsy is more complex than normal.  

Autopsy photos and video tapes are available at an additional charge of $35 per autopsy exam.   

 

Commissioner Brooks made a motion to approve the above agreement, seconded by 

Commissioner Beichner, aye all. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Three members of the County’s park advisory board and regular taxpayers objected to the Oil 

Region Astronomical Society’s addendum lease agreement.  Frank Toothman, a member of the 

park advisory board, expressed support for the Observatory and suggested another location in 

the park where the horse trailers could park.  Dan Hovis and Sandy Hovis asked why the park 

advisory committee and trail committee was not consulted on the changes to the ORAS lease.  

Conrad Houk indicated that the changes to the lease agreement gives ORAS control of the park, 

all of Lockwood (the field surrounding the observatory), and all of the park lighting.  Louis 

Heath claimed that ORAS is a “private club” and asked why the County is taking care of a 

“private club”.  ORAS was not represented at the meeting.  

 

Sandy Hovis advised that the lease is being extended 25 years and there is limited usage by 

other groups.  She feels this is undermining what the advisory board is trying to do which is to 

promote the betterment of the park.  Hovis feels that the lease should contain requirements that 

the facility service the public.  Hovis also suggested that school children be given a free 

membership to the club. 

 

Commissioner Beichner advised that perhaps another amendment could be made to the lease 

requiring the facility be open to the public and that other issues could be resolved.  

   

Commissioner Beichner made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 p.m., seconded by 

Commissioner Brooks, aye all. 

 



       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       ________________________ 

       Lisa Mumford, Admin. Assist. 


